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Angels, Angels, Everywhere

l. Confronting Angels

A. A Spectrum of Conflicting Evidence

Narratives throughout Tanach from the general to the detailed featuring angels; at
times with physical detail.

Descriptions throughout the Talmud and Midrash ascribing physical characteristics to
angels and other heavenly beings

Narratives within the Talmud, Midrash and elsewhere describing HaShem conferring
with His “Heavenly Court”

Texts within our tefillot and elsewhere describing heavenly hosts

Scholars such as the Rambam who maintains that “angels are incorporeal” and that
every “appearance or speech of an angel mentioned in Scripture took place in a vision or
dream...”

At the same time, the Rambam and others outline heavenly hierarchies-different
categories of celestial beings

Isolated midrashim that speak of independent thought on the part of angels.

Scholars to this day, such as Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz who insists that angels are actual
beings: It would be quite misleading... to regard angels as abstractions, as hypothetical
conceptualizations... that have no real existence. Each angel is a complete being that
possesses consciousness of itself and awareness of its surroundings.”

B. Sorting Through the Maze-General Consensus:
Certain basic, almost universally accepted, principles emerge from the discussion.

Angels have no evil inclination or free will.

Each Angel is created for one specific task. After that task is performed, the Angel ceases
to exist. Some angels, however, perform their tasks in recurrent fashion and continue to
exist for extended periods of time [e.g. Rafael; whose task is refua-healing the ill].

Angels are thus Nnwn XM, “messengers who serve,” manifestations and extensions
of HaShem'’s resolve. Their very nature obligates them to fulfill their predetermined,
divinely ordained mission.
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C. Purpose: Bridging the Monumental Chasm Between an Unfathomable Creator

and Limited Man
e Delivering messages, instructions and more
e Symbolic communication [e.g. angels at beginning and end of Vayetzei-see below]
e Representing aspects of HaShem’s will [e.g. Satan]; Reconciling absolute opposites [e.g.
din and rachamim]
e Providing divine distance in varied settings [e.g. HaShem’s threatened withdrawal after
Chet Ha'egel]

Il. Angels in Vayetzei: Silent angels open and close; a speaking angel in-between
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He came upon a certain place and stopped there for the night, for the sun had set. Taking one
of the stones of that place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place.

He had a dream; a stairway was set on the ground and its top reached to the sky, and angels of
God were going up and down on it.

And HaShem was standing beside him and He said, “I am HaShem, the God of your father
Abraham and the God of Isaac: the ground on which you are lying | will assign to you and to
your offspring.
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“Once, at the mating time of the flocks, | had a dream in which | saw that the he-goats mating
with the flock were streaked, speckled, and mottled.

And in the dream an angel of God said to me, ‘Yaakov!” ‘Here,’ | answered.

And he said, ‘Note well that all the he-goats which are mating with the flock are streaked,
speckled, and mottled; for | have noted all that Laban has been doing to you.

| am the God of Beit-el, where you anointed a pillar and where you made a vow to Me. Now,
arise and leave this land and return to your native land.””
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And Yaakov went on his way, and angels of God encountered him.
And When he saw them, Yaakov said, “This is God’s camp.” and he called that place
Machanaim.

A. Silent Angels: As the Parsha Opens
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Contrasting fates of nations of the world and Yaakov’s descendants
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Comparing Yaakov to his image on HaShem’s heavenly throne

B. Silent Angels: As the Parsha Closes
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Reassurance in the face of Esav’'s army-your forces are greater than his-general recognition of
parallel camps
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Intro to struggle with the angel in the next parsha
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C. Part of a Cohesive Whole
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14 And your offspring shall be as the dust of the earth, and you will spread abroad to the west,
and to the east, and to the north, and to the south. And in you and in your offspring shall all the
families of the earth be blessed. 15 And, behold, | am with you, and will keep you wherever you
go, and | will bring you back into this land; for | will not leave you, until | have done that which |
have spoken to you of.'
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20 And Yaakov vowed a vow, saying: 'If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that |
go, and will give me bread to eat, and clothing to wear, 21 so that | come back to my father's
house in peace, then Hashem will be my God, 22 and this stone, which | have set up for a pillar,
shall be God's house; and of all that You shall give me | will surely give the tenth unto You.'
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Different angels

D. A Final Note
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A transformation-when man fulfills his destiny-he towers above the angels
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